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This morning we continue in our series called the Timeless Truths from the Early Church.  

In this five-week series of messages, we are thinking about God’s vision for each and 

every local family of believers, each and every congregation that belongs to the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 

This morning I would like for us to consider the fact that we are a household of grace.  I 

want to begin by taking a very good look at the name of our church.  As you are aware, 

we are called Bethel Grace Baptist Church. 

 

I don’t know how many of you realize that the story of the origin of the church is hidden 

in its name.  I also wonder if you realize that what I would consider the greatest value of 

the church is also contained in our name.  So, I want to tell the brief story of the founding 

of the church.   

 

Back in 1981 there were two churches living in Long Beach, California not far from here.  

One church was called Bethel Bible Fellowship, and the other was called Grace Baptist 

Church.  Bethel Bible Fellowship was a newer church that consisted of about 150 to 200 

hundred people.  Grace Baptist Church was a smaller congregation. 

 

Bethel Bible Fellowship was fellowshipping together in one of the conference rooms of 

the Long Beach Airport Holiday Inn.  Meanwhile, the much smaller Grace Baptist 

Church was meeting in a church on Palo Verdes Road, near Long Beach State.  If I 

understand it correctly there is an Indonesian family of believers that now use that 

facility.   

 

By the providence of God, there was a meeting of two people at what was then called Dr. 

Yi Donuts and Croissants.  They were a brother and sister by the names of Jack Neilson 

and Judy Petersen.  Judy was a part of Bethel Bible Fellowship and Jack was a part of 

Grace Baptist Church.  They were both getting donuts for their respective congregations 

one Sunday morning. 

 

Jack Neilson, he is now with the Lord and he was a man who had the gift of gab, and I 

think he probably still has that gift in the Lord’s presence.  He could talk to anybody and 

he could talk a lot.  Judy remains just a gracious woman and sister in the Lord. 

 

They began chatting about what they were doing that morning.  Then they began talking 

about their different churches and the needs of both.  The smaller church was wondering 

what the Lord had for its future, the other bigger group was wondering where they were 

going to meet. 
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So, what do you think might have happened in God’s providence?  Word got to the 

leaders of the two churches and the they decided that it would be pleasing, as the Lord 

was guiding them, to merge as a single family in the faith. 

 

What do you think these two churches decided to call themselves when they came 

together?  Bethel Bible Fellowship and Grace Baptist Church became Bethel Grace 

Baptist Church.  Then they outgrew their little building on Palos Verdes and they 

purchased this property from Rehoboth Christian Reformed Church. 

 

We called ourselves Bethel Grace Baptist Church.  Bethel is an Old Testament word.  

Grace is a word that is used throughout the pages of Scripture, but with increasing 

prominence and frequency in the New Testament. 

 

Bethel means house of God.  Grace speaks of God’s undeserved and unmerited kindness 

and favor upon sinners like us.  Putting those two words together, we are the house of 

God’s grace here in Bellflower.   

 

Not only does that tell about the founding of the church, but I would say to you that 

should be our greatest value—that we be people who rejoice in the grace of God.  As we 

savor and take in the magnitude of God’s grace to us, that we would become gracious 

people, that we would be humbled realizing that we are saved and sanctified by grace, we 

grow in and are gifted by grace.  We sustain through hardship by grace.  We also have 

spiritual gifts by grace.  The Christian life and the Christian church are a work of God’s 

grace.   

 

This morning I want us to recognize and celebrate the fact that we are called to be a 

household of grace together.  So, we are going to visit several early churches and see 

what they were taught back in the First Century so that the full scope of God’s grace can 

be understood. 

 

First, we need to understand that the meaning of the grace of God is broad.  We tend to 

think of God’s grace as one of His attributes and, believe me, it is.  The heart of kindness 

upon those who are in sin is grace.  It is an attribute of God, but as you read through the 

pages of the New Testament, you see that it is more than that. 

 

Not only is grace an attribute of God, but it is a movement of God.  It is something that 

comes from God and is very active in the lives of His people so that He is bringing about 

certain spiritual affect in their lives.  God is changing things by grace.  Grace is not only a 

quality of God’s heart, but it is a movement of His power.  This is grace.   

 

As an example, look at how Paul talked about this in I Corinthians 15:10.  Paul was 

giving testimony of his salvation and his service.  He said: 

 
10

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not 

in vain.  On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was 

not I, but the grace of God that is with me.   
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Do you see what I am seeing there?  Paul was saying:  I was born again and changed by 

grace, and by God’s grace I am what I am.  I have been active in serving God and I have 

been working so hard, but not I but the grace of God that is with me. 

 

Did you notice how grace is not only a quality of God, but a movement of God?  It is my 

prayer that today those of us gathered here would have the sense of God’s graciousness 

toward us and how that also includes how He works in our lives to make us more like 

Jesus, who is the ultimate example of grace.   

 

I want us as individual Christians to be people filled with the knowledge of God’s grace.  

Then when we collectively come together as a body in Christ, we will be a household of 

grace.   

 

Entering the word grace in my online ESV Study Bible, that word grace is used at least 

116 times in the New Testament.  So, this sermon was hard to prepare.  I compared it to a 

feast.  Imagine being at 25-foot-long buffet table, filled with awesome meats, all of which 

you want to eat, and perfectly steamed fresh vegetables.  You want to sample all of it, but 

you only have a ten-inch plate.  How are you going to get all that good food on your little 

plate?   

 

Likewise, you have this teaching of the grace of God dripping from the pages of the New 

Testament.  It is so rich, and I only have a forty-minute sermon.  So, we will just be 

scratching the surface, brothers and sisters. 

 

This morning we are going to look at five qualities of a household of grace.  We are only 

going to look at the first three in detail, then we will just touch upon the remaining two, 

even though they are important.   

 

I think this will help us to go before the Lord prayerfully asking Him to let His marvelous 

grace be poured out on us in such measure that we will truly be a household of grace.   

 

Let’s look at these five qualities of a household of grace.  First, as a household of grace: 

 

1. We praise God for saving grace (Ephesians 1:3-10) 

 

That is where it really begins.  We recognize, and we celebrate the fact that we are 

forgiven of our sin and brought into spiritual life, not because we earned it somehow or 

deserved it, but because of the gracious working of God in our lives.   

 

To receive this first truth, we join our hearts with the early church in the great city of 

Ephesus in Asia Minor.  Ephesus was a massive city.  It had an expanding church in it.  

As Paul wrote a letter that was meant to be for Ephesus and many, many others, he 

wanted them to know what a great gift of grace our salvation in Christ is. 
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So, Paul began his letter with this great outpouring of praise to God for saving grace.  As 

I read Ephesians Chapter 1 and Verses 3 through 10, be listening for the language of this 

grace twice in the middle of all of God’s saving activity.  Verse 3: 

 
3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 

in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
4
even as he 

chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 

and blameless before him.  In love 
5
he predestined us for adoption to himself 

as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 
6
to the 

praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.  
7
In 

him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of his grace, 
8
which he lavished upon us, in all 

wisdom and insight 
9
making known to us the mystery of his will, according to 

his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 
10

as a plan for the fullness of time, to 

unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

 

That is like a fire hydrant being opened-up.  Whether you believe it or not, what we just 

read, it is only a portion of one long sentence in the original Greek that goes from Verse 3 

all the way into Verse 14.   

 

People who teach and study grammar don’t like run-on sentences, but this is a glorious 

and wonderful run-on sentence that is to the praise of God’s glorious grace, speaking of 

how He has lavished salvation and all its aspects upon us according to the riches of His 

grace.  Paul used this language of God pouring out His saving grace on unworthy sinners 

like us. 

 

I noticed that recently my dad was having a little bit of fun with Kristy’s mom on 

Facebook.  He posted a meme on her Facebook page.  A meme is a picture with a funny 

saying on it.  The meme said:  Grandma’s be like bring the kids over, I got them each a 

little something for Christmas.  There is a Christmas tree that you cannot see because it is 

buried in hundreds of presents.  You might say that grandma is lavishing gifts upon the 

kids.  Grandma might talk right back to grandpa and say:  What about you sir?  Paul 

would say:  Well, yes, that may very well be what grandmothers are like in your culture, 

but I will tell you right now that is what God our Father is like. 

 

Paul used the language of super flowing abundance upon us in Christ.  In this text, he 

talked about how God pours it out on the followers of Christ.  This is something that God 

ordained for Christians in eternity past.  It began way back then.  God chose us, and He 

predestined us.  Paul’s heart was exploding at the greatness of this joyful truth for sinners 

like us. 

 

We see many different facets of salvation in this text.  Not only has God chosen 

Christians in Christ, He has also justified us.  Did you hear that language that we are now 

holy and blameless in His sight?  If we have faith in Christ, our sin is taken away but that 

is not all.  We are also adorned and covered in His gift of righteousness, so that we stand 

before the holiness of God in holiness given to us by Christ.  



5 

 

 

Not only is there the gift of justification we read about in this text, but there is also the 

gift of redemption.  That is the language of being bought from slavery.  God has paid the 

price by His blood to remove us from the bondage of sin so that we are set free in Christ.  

Not only has He given us this redemption, but He has also given us adoption.  

 

He has adopted us in to the family so that we are now one of the sons of God.  Just like I 

mentioned last week, ladies, if I can be a part of the bride of Christ, you can be a part of 

the sonship.  It speaks about how in that culture, they were heirs of the family inheritance 

and we are joined to Christ as joint heirs, adopted in to the family so that we have untold 

blessings in this life.  And we are going to see the full extent of it when we get into glory 

in Heaven.   

 

All of this is amazing, and it shows us how good God is.  Understand this is not 

something that we have earned.  It is nothing that we deserve.  It comes to us from God’s 

free grace.  We are saved by grace.   

 

There is not one single person here who could somehow boast about being saved as 

though before time, God looked in to the future and said that before time began, I looked 

in to the future and said:  There is someone who is going to have the wisdom to choose 

Me.  There is someone who has special character that is different from the rest of 

humanity. 

 

No!  We have nothing to boast about.  We are all fallen sinners, but Christ by His grace 

makes us alive.  We rejoice in the grace of God.  We are a house of grace, understanding 

that we are saved by the working of God’s grace.   

 

Paul used the language of God’s sovereignty, pulling back the curtain so that we can peer 

in and be amazed and understand that our God is an awesome God.  In addition to that, 

our God is a gracious God that He would save people such as us. 

 

The first quality of a household of grace is that we praise God for His saving grace.  We 

continue, and we see a second quality of God’s grace.   

 

2. We become godly by training grace (Titus 2:11-14) 

 

Not only does God’s grace make it so that we are right with God in Christ, but it also 

makes it so that throughout this life we are more and more molded in to the image of 

God.  We come to look more and more like Christ who is God.  This is the work of God’s 

grace in us.   

 

To learn this truth, we travel to the small Mediterranean island of Crete where there was a 

Greek pastor who was trying to minister to the body of Christ on the island of Crete.  

Paul was giving him some encouragement to help him to know what to do in the process 

of building the church. 
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The inhabitants of this island, they were known for their crass character.  In the middle of 

his letter, Paul even quoted one of their poets and said in Titus 1:12: 

 
12

One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, 

evil beasts, lazy gluttons. 

 

And what did Paul say next? 

 
13

This testimony is true… 

 

So, the Cretans were known as people who were unrefined in many ways.  Yet, Paul had 

an absolute understanding that by the grace of God they would be a people not only 

redeemed and justified but transformed in to the image of Christ.  They would be made 

like Jesus.   

 

Let’s see this in Titus Chapter 2 and Verses 11 through 14:   

 
11

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 
12

training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-

controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 
13

waiting for our 

blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 

Christ, 
14

who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to 

purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good 

works.       

 

Not only has the grace of God appeared to bring salvation and the justification that makes 

us right with Him to all people groups of the earth, crass Cretans and entitled Californians 

alike, but He has come to bring Christlike character in to our lives.  Here, the grace of 

God is personified as a trainer, this powerful force that trains us to be like Jesus.   

 

We had the joy last summer of being part of the Cal Ripken Little League Baseball at 

Heartwell Park.  Danny was a part of a team that was called the Heartwell Heat.  Kristy 

and I were so pleased with the coaches who were leading this team, Coach Rich and 

Coach Joe. 

 

They both had a ton of experience with baseball and both knew exactly what they wanted 

out of the members of that team.  They knew how to instruct and train and encourage 

them.  They had this picture in mind of what a mature young baseball would look like, 

and they moved them in that direction to the point that the Heartwell Heat won the league 

championship! 

 

Part of coaching was helping them to get rid of bad habits and to nurture good ones.  So, 

the coaches would tell the players to stop being showboats when they tried to throw side 

arm.  They then taught them to throw straight arrow every time.  The coaches also told 

them to stop trying to swing for the fence every time, so that they were pulling their 

heads.   
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There were certain bad things the players had to do away with.  Then there were good 

things that the players had to practice, like a strong and crisp and solid throw right to the 

chest every time.  They taught them to keep their eyes on the ball when catching and not 

to take their eyes off the ball when plate hitting. 

 

The players were taught many good qualities.  That is what is pictured for us here in this 

text.  The grace of God, it comes, and it trains and strengthens us.  The grace of God 

comes with the Spirit of Jesus in to our lives to make it so that our lives become new. 

 

It is not us being born again just so that we get into Heaven someday.  Rather, it is so that 

Heaven comes down and is displayed through our lives.  The grace of God is an active 

force that is going to help us in that way.   

 

When we are filled with the Spirit and we are in tune with how the grace of God is 

leading us, we are going to be those who renounce certain things.  We realize that certain 

things are not like Jesus and not appropriate for us.  There are impurities that we are 

going to say no to because we don’t want that. 

 

We don’t want that kind of moral impurity.  We don’t want that kind of verbal impurity.  

We don’t want that impurity of attitude.  We don’t want to be impure in the things that 

we entertain ourselves with.  We want purity.  The grace of God asks:  Is it lovely?  Is it 

praiseworthy?  Is it something that is good?  When we are attuned with the grace of God, 

it is going to help us to renounce ungodliness.   

 

Then the grace of God is going to be moving us toward the good things:  Purity in the 

way that we speak to people.  Purity in the way that we exult the Living God in our 

worship.  Purity in the way that we follow Christ. 

 

As our lives are refined, there is increased zeal for good works.  We want to be about 

serving the Lord as we wait for Jesus Christ to come back.  This is the work of God’s 

grace in our lives.  We see that in Verse 11 where it says that the grace of God has 

appeared.  It trains us. 

 

The second quality of a household of grace is that we become godly by training grace.  I 

pray that we would be those who say:  Lord, thank you for Your saving grace.  Now fill 

me up.  Fill my cup so that it overflows that I might become more and more godly by 

Your training grace.  I’m the vessel, so please fill me up and have Your way with me. 

 

Is that your prayer?  I pray that that would be our prayer as a household of grace.  Here is 

a third quality of a household of grace: 

 

3. We give each other forgiving grace (Colossians 3:12-15) 
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God has been gracious to us, so we are gracious toward one another.  We received 

underserved favor from God.  When people do things that are bogus, we are going to give 

them the benefit of the doubt.  We are going to give them kindness anyway.   

 

We now go to a small village with the colossal name of Colossae.  The Gospel made it 

there also in the First Century.  They came to know Christ as Lord and even though they 

were probably a small church in a small city, Paul wanted them to be people with big 

hearts of love. 

 

We read about this when we go into Colossians Chapter 3 and Verses 12 through 15: 

 
12

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 
13

bearing with one another and, 

if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has 

forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  
14

And above all these put on love, 

which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  
15

And let the peace of 

Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body.  And 

be thankful. 

 

Here we have a paragraph of Scripture that is just so filled with the tender mercies of the 

Lord flowing through our lives and into the lives of others. 

 

Somebody might read that paragraph, looking closely at the words that are used, and they 

might say:  Yes, Jeff, we see how this is filled with such kindness and tenderness, but we 

don’t see the word grace in this paragraph.  I thought his was a sermon about grace.  Jeff, 

you were talking about this massive smorgasbord of grace found in the New Testament, 

so why couldn’t you have found a passage that at least uses the word grace in dealing 

with our relationship toward one another.  

 

But there is more than meets the eye!  I remind you that the New Testament was not 

originally written in English.  It was written in Konai Greek.  Underlying some of these 

English words used in this passage, you have the exact language of God’s grace. 

 

What I want us to see is this:  Charis is the Greek word for grace.  That noun can be 

turned into a verb – charizomai.  Do you see the similarity between them?  Charizomai 

means to forgive.  It is to give grace.   

 

As you look at what it says in Verse 13, do you want to know what underlies that English 

language of forgiveness?  It is charizomai.  It is the language of grace.  We give 

underserved kindness to others.  In so doing, we resemble Jesus Christ who gave 

undeserved kindness to us. 

 

If you look at the pages of the New Testament, you will see that there are two different 

words in the underlying Greek for this teaching of forgiveness.  We have just talked 

about one, but there is another word.  That Greek word is aphiemi, and it speaks of 

releasing or remitting, just letting go.  This word was often used of cancelling a debt.   
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Whenever you hear the Lord teaching about forgiving in the Gospels, it will mostly be 

that underlying Greek word that is used.  Do you see the concept there?  It is a letting off 

the hook.   

 

Then going to the letters of Paul, you get charizomai, which has to do with giving a gift.  

Giving grace.  Giving kindness, where that kindness is not deserved—because that is 

what God did for us.  When we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  This is the language 

of forgiveness.   

 

Verse 13 is a very important verse.  We are God’s chosen people.  We are holy and 

dearly loved.  Then this passage goes in to all the qualities that we are to have.  Out of 

those qualities in Verse 12, we see what we do.  We bear with one another.  That means 

that sometimes people in the church are going to do things that annoy us.   

 

This is not an annoy-free zone!  Sometimes we are just going to bug each other.  

Sometimes there are things and decisions, things that happen in the body of Christ that 

can become annoying where there is not necessarily a moral attachment to it. 

 

I recall a Snoopy cartoon.  One of the characters in that cartoon, probably Lucy, was 

asking, why should I hug you?  The other cartoon character said, sorry to bug, but I’m 

both huggable and buggable.  That is how we all are.  Then there are other times when 

we actually hurt each other.  That’s when it becomes more than bearing with.  That is 

when it becomes forgiving and giving grace.   

 

Here is how it works:  God’s grace activates things in us.  We are fallen sinners.  Just like 

the song we sang this morning said, we are among those who pursued Christ to His death.  

But Christ in His love, He gave grace and that grace is what made us alive.   

 

The teaching of the New Testament is that when somebody wrongs you, instead of 

returning the wrong, we are to respond to them in a kind spirit that is concerned for their 

welfare.  That is something that is supernatural and distinct in this world.  It is 

Christlikeness.  That is something that can awaken something in someone else.   

 

So, we as followers of Jesus should be those who are forbearing and forgiving.  I think 

that is what Paul was getting at this in this passage of Scripture.  Why should we do all 

this?  The answer is in Verse 12.   

 
12

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 

hearts… 
 

And do these things.  You are the elect of God.  You are the chosen of God.  God 

accepted you, not because you showed yourself worthy, but because he was kind.  A 

second reason is that you have been made holy.  God intends you to be distinct in this 

world.   
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We tend to make Christianity so that it is a religion of what we get from God, when the 

whole the point is that we are going to be transformed by God.  We are going to be like 

little Christs walking on this earth.  We are going to be distinct. 

 

We are the elect of God.  We have been made holy.  We are dearly loved.  We are the 

Beloved.  Swimming in the depths of God’s love is what gives us replenishment that we 

might forebear and give grace to other people. 

 

If there is going to peace in the family of God, there must be forgiveness.  There must be 

charizomai.  There must also be humility.  If you have done something wrong to 

somebody else, your tendency toward self-righteousness is going to come up very 

powerfully then.  You will be like the Fonz who can’t say sorry!  There are offenders in 

the church too.  We must be humble and say:  I am so sorry.  Will you forgive me?  Why 

does that get so hard?  Because we are self-righteous!  

 

In the midst of that, we don’t have to be enslaved by somebody else who refuses to say 

sorry.  We can let it go, saying that we will entrust them to the Lord and will be kind to 

them anyway, trusting that God will activate His grace in them.   

 

We are to be a people of grace.  Really quickly, another quality of God’s grace: 

 

4. We endure hardship by strengthening grace (II Corinthians 12:7-10) 

 

That comes to us from the Second letter to the Corinthians.  Paul had a thorn in his flesh.  

It is a metaphor.  He did not tell us exactly what it was.  I don’t think it was a literal thorn 

from a thorn bush that was constantly lodged in him. 

 

It might have been some physical ailment.  It might have been some kind of slander that 

was repeatedly being thrown toward him.  We don’t know exactly what it was, but he 

prayed to the Lord three times in probably three seasons of prayer to remove it, remove it, 

remove it. 

 

How did the Lord Jesus reply to Paul?  He did not remove it but said in II Corinthians 

12:9: 

 
9
But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 

perfect in weakness.” 

 

Sufficient grace, even through the thorns of life. 

 

When I go through a painful and hard time, I plead with the Lord to make it end.  When 

people that I am close to are going through painful things, I ask the Lord to alleviate it 

and cause it to subside.   
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I have prayed for so many of you in that way.  But often the Lord replies, “My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”  That is because suffering 

is the arena for growth and maturity in the Christian life.  That is biblical.  Read it! 

 

When you think about the people who have had the most profound influence upon your 

growth as a Christian, I bet you can look back in to their lives and you will find that they 

are people who have scars that they have suffered.  That adds gravity and ballast to the 

boat, so that it won’t be blown off the surface of the sea. 

 

We endure hardship with sustaining grace.  Finally, looking into next week’s sermon: 

 

5. We build the church by the gifts of grace (Romans 12:4-6) 

 

Charis—grace—charizomai.  Gives grace—charismata!  Gifts of grace.  We are all given 

spiritual empowerment to build each other up in the faith.  That is a pretty cool thing, and 

that is what we are going to explore next week. 

 

I’m going to close in prayer, asking the Lord to make us a household of grace with that 

grace increasing in its measure here at Bethel Grace. 

 

 


